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New Jersey Institute of Technology 
 
HIST 364 
American Law in the World 
 
From the Ottomans to Wilson: 
Self-Determination through Comparative Lenses 
 
Spring 2021 
W: 6:00-9:00 PM 
 




 Office Hours: Thursdays 2:00-5:00 
PM* 
*webex meetings by appointment 
 
Brief Course Description: 
 
This course introduces key issues in comparative administrative and international law 
by focusing on the intertwined, yet distinct, concepts of regional autonomy and self-
determination in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The course will 
problematize the ‘impact-of-the-West’ paradigm: that is, the assumption that all 
aspects of modernity (18th-20th centuries) were shaped by Western (mainly European) 
civilization in a monolithic way. To that end, the course will discuss legal and 
administrative experiences in the late Ottoman Empire (Western Asia, North Africa, and 
Southeast Europe) with a specific focus on legal reform and provincial administration. 
The course will conclude by exploring the relation between Ottoman experiences, 
American understandings of international law and, more specifically, the Wilsonian 
approach to self-determination in the aftermath of WWI (1914-1918) in connection to 
both historical and contemporary contingencies.  
 







1) Identify and interpret primary and secondary sources. 
2) Explore the fields of Comparative Administrative Law | Comparative 
International Law. 
3) Become familiar with developments in the late Ottoman Empire. 
4) Understand and problematize the paradigm of westernization in the context of 
law. 
5) Contextualize American experiences by reference to global dynamics. 
6) Exercise analytical thought, orally and in writing. 
 
 Course Requirements (further details will be explained in our first meeting): 
• Weekly quizzes/ forum responses. 
• Final Paper (8-10 page-long): The paper can focus on (any) aspect of 
autonomy in law that can be compared to/ contextualized by reference to 
the historical/historiographical case-studies presented in the syllabus. You 
can also include an interdisciplinary perspective and discuss philosophy, 
education, medicine, religion etc. 
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Use of at least 6 peer-reviewed publications and 2 primary sources (double spaced/ 
Chicago style for review articles).   
• Oral presentations: At the end of the semester, students will participate in 
group presentations on the topic of their final papers. 
• Regular attendance, punctuality, and active participation are required | 
Successful participation includes in-class reader responses to assigned 
readings/ online posts. 
Final Grades: 
Final paper (30%) 
Attendance/Participation (30%)  
Weekly Forums Responses (20%) 
Oral Presentation (20%) 
 
90-100%: Excellent Work (A) 
85-89%: Very Good (B+) 
80-84%: Good (B) 
75-79%: Satisfactory Plus (C+) 
70-74%: Satisfactory (C) 
60-69%: Marginal (D) Bellow 60%: Failure (F) 
 
Academic Integrity: 
“Academic Integrity is the cornerstone of higher education and is central to the ideals 
of this course and the university. Cheating is strictly prohibited and devalues the 
degree that you are working on. As a member of the NJIT community, it is your 
responsibility to protect your educational investment by knowing and following the 
academic code of integrity policy that is found at:  
http://www5.njit.edu/policies/sites/policies/files/academic-integrity-code.pdf.    
Please note that it is my professional obligation and responsibility to report any 
academic misconduct to the Dean of Students Office. Any student found in violation of 
the code by cheating, plagiarizing or using any online software inappropriately will 
result in disciplinary action. This may include a failing grade of F, and/or suspension or 
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dismissal from the university. If you have any questions about the code of Academic 







Week One | Theoretical Framework 
 
v Discussion:  
Comparative Administrative Law.  
Comparative International Law. 
 
v Suggested Readings: 
Roberts, Anthea, Paul B. Stephan, Pierre-Hugues Verdier, and Mila Versteeg. 
“Comparative International Law: Framing the Field.” American Journal of 
International Law 109, no. 3 (July 2015): 467–74. 
 
Rose-Ackerman, Susan, and Peter L. Lindseth. “Comparative Administrative Law: 
Outlining a Field of Study.” Windsor Yearbook of Access to Justice 28, no. 2. 
 






v Required Readings 
 
Ferguson, Niall. “Complexity and Collapse: Empires on the Edge of Chaos 
Essay.” Foreign Affairs 89, no. 2 (2010): 18–32. 
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/fora89&i=197. 
 
Hardt, Michael, and Antonio Negri. Empire. Harvard University Press, 2000, 1-
42. 
 
v Primary source: Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, April 27, 1809. Manuscript 
letter. Page 2. Manuscript Division. (149), 
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/jefferson/jeffwest.html 
 
Week Three | The Ottoman Empire and the Decline Paradigm  
 
v Discussion 
The Westernization of History and Law 
 
v Required Reading 
 
Quataert, Donald. “Ottoman History Writing and Changing Attitudes Towards 
the Notion of ‘Decline.’” History Compass 1, no. 1 (2003). 
 
v Primary sources: Blackwood, William. “THE LAND OF GILEAD.” Blackwood’s 
Edinburgh magazine 129, no. 783 (January 1, 1881): 104–122. 
http://search.proquest.com/docview/6559778/. 
 
Freeman, Edward Augustus. The Ottoman Power in Europe; Its Nature, Its 
Growth, and Its Decline. London: Macmillan and co., 1877 
 
Week Four | Ottoman Autonomies 
 
v Discussion 
Nationalism, Colonialism, Empire and International Law 
 
 
v Required Readings 
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Kostopoulou, Elektra. “Armed Negotiations: The Institutionalization of the Late 
Ottoman Locality.” Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle 
East 33, no. 3 (January 1, 2013): 295–309.  
 
v Primary source: The Treaty of Berlin (1878). 
 
Week Five | Between Reform and Revolution 
 
v Discussion 
Legal Reform and Regional Administration 
 
v Required Readings: 
 
Rubin, Avi. “Legal Borrowing and Its Impact on Ottoman Legal Culture in the 
Late Nineteenth Century.” Continuity and Change 22, no. 2 (August 2007): 279–
303. 
 
Aytekın, E. Attıla. “Peasant Protest in the Late Ottoman Empire: Moral Economy, 
Revolt, and the Tanzimat Reforms.” International Review of Social History 57, no. 
2 (August 2012): 191–227. 
 
v Primary source: Ottoman Empire, Majalla [Ottoman Civil Code] (1877). 
 
Week Six | Genocide 
 
v Discussion 
Physical and Cultural Destruction 
 
v Required Reading: 
Balakian, Peter. “Raphael Lemkin, Cultural Destruction, and the Armenian 
Genocide.” Holocaust and Genocide Studies 27, no. 1 (April 1, 2013): 57–89. 
 
v Primary source: Lemkin, Raphael. “Genocide.” The American Scholar 15, no. 2 
(1946): 227–30.  
 




The Beginning of International Arbitration 
 
v Required Reading 
 “The Permanent Court of International Justice,” in Spiermann, Ole. 
International Legal Argument in the Permanent Court of International Justice: 
The Rise of the International Judiciary. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University 
Press, 2010. 
 
v Primary sources: Loder, B. C. J. “The Permanent Court of International Justice 
and Compulsory Jurisdiction.” British Year Book of International Law 2 
(1921,1922): 6–26.  
 
 
Week Eight | The League of Nations 
 
v Discussion:  
Minorities, self-determination, compulsory displacement 
 
v Required Readings: 
Mazower, Mark. “Minorities and the League of Nations in Interwar Europe.” 
Global Minority Rights, May 15, 2017.  
 
Cowan, Jane K. “Who’s Afraid of Violent Language?: Honour, Sovereignty and 
Claims-Making in the League of Nations.” Anthropological Theory 3, no. 3 
(September 1, 2003): 271–91.  
 
v Primary source: League of Nations, Mixed Commission for the Exchange of 
Greek and Turkish Populations (1923-1934). 
 
Week Ten | The US and WWI 
 
v Discussion:  
President Wilson and self-determination 
 
v Required Readings: 
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Throntveit, Trygve. “The Fable of the Fourteen Points: Woodrow Wilson and 
National Self-Determination.” Diplomatic History 35, no. 3 (June 1, 2011): 445–
81.  
 
v Primary source: President Woodrow Wilson’s 14 Points (1918). 
 
Week Eleven | Writing Week 
 
Week Twelve | Group Presentations 
 
Week Thirteen | Group Presentations 
 
 
